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DRAFT Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday 22nd October 2014
Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley.

Present:
Councillors: 
John Cullen (Chair); Pat Couper (Vice Chair); Gillian Collingbourne; Stuart Couper; 

Geoff Dark; Chrissie Davies; Sheila Gooden; Simon Jordan; Kieran Ryan
In attendance:
District & County Councillor John Wilson; County Councillor Ian Smith; 

District Councillor Barbara Manuel; Linda Leeding (Clerk)
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Cllrs Mrs Couper; Couper and Gooden.
2.
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST. None
3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10th SEPTEMBER 2014.

The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted as an accurate record. (Pages 11125 to 11127)

4.
PRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.  None.
5.         REPORTS BY DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS.
The meeting was adjourned at 19.31 Hrs for County & District Councillor briefings and reconvened at 20.08 Hrs.
6.
CLERK’S REPORT


The report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Reference was made to the thefts from the blue roadside planters, maintenance requests to signs and fly tipping, over hanging hedges and the annual Memorial Service at the Memorial Hall on 8th November.  Clerk to send details to all Cllrs with a confirmed start time and forward numbers to the Hall Committee.

ITEMS FOR DECISION
7.
AMENDED STANDING ORDER
At September’s meeting Standing Order 1D was formally suspended as a result of the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014, which came into effect on 5th August.  The Regulations allows any member of the public attending a public meeting of the Parish Council to: (a) film, photograph or make an audio recording of proceedings at a meeting, (b) use any other means for enabling persons not present to see or hear proceedings at a meeting as it takes place or later, or (c) report or provide commentary on proceedings at a meeting, orally or in writing, so that the report or commentary is available as the meeting takes place or later to persons not present.  The amended Standing Order was briefed to Cllrs and all were in agreement to the proposed new wording and to be adopted in the November meeting.
8.
DWP CONSULTATION ON STREET CLEANING AND LITTER PICKING
Cllr Cullen asked if Cllrs were happy for himself and the Clerk to respond to the consultation, however much does not relate to West Parley as the Dog bins are emptied by a contractor and about half the bins are emptied by Volunteers.  Cllrs were in agreement.
9. 
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
The Chairman explained that there is little impact as a result of the review, including 8 properties on Barrack Road into West Parley from Ferndown.  Other areas have a greater impact, which will obviously impact their precept / income.  All Cllrs were in agreement to the proposed boundary change and asked that the Clerk reply to this effect before the deadline 7th November.

10. 
ANNUAL PLAYGROUND INSPECTION – Approve Findings
The Clerk briefed the Council on the annual inspection report of the Playground and surrounding area.  It was a satisfactory inspection report however identified a number of minor rectifications needed, which have since been repaired. The depth of the bark was identified as low despite topping up earlier this year.  Annual top up suggested and to be included in the budget.  Cllrs felt this was a good report and despite some signs of wear, shows the playground to be robust.  The motion to accept the Playground report was unanimously agreed by all Cllrs.
11.
HALF YEARLY FINANCIAL UPDATE
The Clerk talked through the Half Yearly figures against budget.  The key spend this year is the resurface of the car park, lighting and white lines. Therefore the total spend from the Community Fund was £17,000.  Cllrs were asked to consider the budget for next year and to inform the Clerk of suggestions so that a budget proposal can be discussed at November’s meeting.  Clerk to add to the Agenda. All Cllrs were happy with the current financial position.
12.
CHEQUE SCHEDULE
The Clerk presented the schedule, which had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting, requiring authorisation & signature after the meeting.  Approval of the schedule was unanimous.
13.
PLANNING MATTERS
The Chairman passed the meeting to Cllr Dark, the Planning Committee Chairman, who informed Cllrs of the recent approvals.
Ref.: 3/14/0847/FUL

Golden Acres Nursery, 359 Christchurch Road, West Parley

PROPOSAL: The removal and replacement of the existing 15.0m high CU Phosco Phase 1 Monopole, with a new 20.0m high CU Phosco Phase 4.5 Monopole on existing route base. The removal of 3 existing antennas for 6 new multi-band antennas, and RRU's. Retention and relocation of 2 existing 300mm dishes to be fixed to the new pole. Installation of equipment cabinets within existing VF cabin, plus ancillary equipment works

West Parley Parish Council considered the application and offer no objection to the proposed plan.

Ref.: 3/14/0826/FUL

324 Christchurch Road, West Parley

PROPOSAL: Construction of a hall for religious worship
Councillors discussed the application at length and had a great number of concerns.  The size of the hall (seating 255) is hugely disproportionate to the expected usage of 7 families, with occasional increased usage only 3 or 4 times per year, as stated in the application. For the occasional increased usage the access and parking is completely inadequate with only 12 spaces, which would mean a very large overspill of parking onto the highways which are already an issue on all 4 approaches to Parley Cross or the Council car park opposite, which is already under strain with weekday and weekend events at the Memorial Hall, Country Club and by general users of the Recreation Ground, Parley Woods and Children’s Playground.  The visual amenity of the hall is poor, being an unattractive building in both design and material to be used.  The application states that this a community resource, however there is no mention of it being generally available to the wider community and in fact the application states quite specifically the opening times for the expected users.   Whilst it is appreciated that a Community resource is shown within the Core Strategy, the West Parley Parish Council believes the resource was unlikely to have been an additional meeting hall to the 4 halls already in existence within West Parley, and that it is premature to be considering this in advance of the whole site development. As previously stated, the facility does not provide a ‘community’ resource to many within the village of West Parley which was initially intended as part of the Core Strategy, as the Hall would not be open to the wider community, unlike the 4 existing halls within the village (Memorial Hall, Country Club, St Mark’s Church Hall, Multiple Sclerosis Centre Hall) which is more than sufficient for a village of our size and demographics, and they are available to the whole community at reasonable times on a booking basis.  West Parley Parish Council offer a strong objection to the proposed application.  

Cllr Cullen informed Councillors that he and District Cllr Manuel took Dave Barnes on a tour of enforcement issues around Parley to heighten awareness and hopefully progress matters.

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
14.
MEDIA ISSUES: News for October
The key topics for next month are: the West Parley Gardening Club, POPPS Good Neighbour Scheme and sporting success.  

15.
ADDITIONAL COUNCILLORS
Cllr Cullen informed Cllrs of 2 interested residents, should there be no need for an election and that the Co-option notice would be going onto the Notice boards shortly.  This has to be advertised for 21 clear days however, the timings show that co-option can happen at the November meeting to fill the 2 vacancies.  Cllr Dark mentioned that he may need to leave for personal reasons, so Cllrs were asked to keep considering other residents who show an interest.

16.
COUNCILLORS LEAD AREAS
Cllr Jordan informed Cllrs that the Country Club are going to re-launch the Lunch Club to see if interest is still there.  The Halloween party is sold out. Firework night is the following day. Sports are going well and they will be starting vintage tea parties, plus weddings are starting to increase.  

Cllr Davies confirmed 95 people now linked to the Facebook page.Residents and Businesses will be asked if they would ‘adopt a planter’ to help with maintenance.
Cllr Collingbourne confirmed that POPPS supported a gentleman needing help, following a request and a meeting is planned for Cllrs Gooden and Collingbourne to meet Dawn Jones (POPPS).  Cllr Collingbourne attended a meeting with the WI, however it was felt the Council was not required to assist in any matters.

Cllr Cullen talked briefly about appearance of the village, with the planters being emptied and replanted.  Tree and holly clearance is restarting in Parley Wood.  A sign has been put up to show the work is undertaken in collaboration with Countryside Rangers from EDDC, along with Natural England.  The Boardwalk to be completed soon and a sign will be placed to show the involvement of the West Parley Volunteers.  Cllr Cullen talked through a document produced detailing all the road issues which will be circulated for Cllr comment and then forwarded to DCC for consideration.  The issue of cars being traded on the service road was resolved with support of the Police, and further consideration will be given to permanent signs showing the service road is for business employees and customers.  District Cllr Manuel confirmed that Sarah Price from DCC will be reviewing the issues in Elm Tree Walk on Monday, and thought will be given to both there and Ridgeway.  It was also suggested to check the byelaws regarding anti-social behaviour to encourage the business to tidy along the back of the shopping parade.
Cllr Cullen concluded by thanking District Cllr Manuel for her donation of £1000 from funds, which has been made to the West Parley Residents Association for the Boardwalk within Parley Woods.  The left over wood will be recycled to make additional planters to be placed around the village.

17. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting was set as Wednesday 19th November at 19:30 hrs (7.30pm) at the Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.20hrs.
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